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effect. The adjustment of the quarrel did not take place in
the manner or at the time Macaulay's narrative suggests.
"The bargain was struck; Bengal was saved; an appeal to
force was averted; and the Chief Justice was rich, quiet,
and infamous". The natural interpretation of this stinging
sentence is that there was danger of a civil war breaking out,
and that it was only averted by Hastings " squaring" Impey.
As a matter of fact, a conflict did take place, in January, 1780,
when the sheriffs officers were arrested by two companies
of sepoys under orders from the Council. A proclamation
had been issued by the Council informing the natives they
were not subject to the jurisdiction of the Court, and could
defy its orders. The Executive, with military force at its
back, had already restrained the jurisdiction of the Court,
and the pretensions of the latter were effectively disposed of.
The matter had thus been fought out, and an issue favour-
able to the Council arrived at, nine months before the judicial
powers vested in the Council were conferred upon Impey.
The appointment was accepted by Impey only provisionally,
and the salary attached to it he refused to accept until the
opinion of the Lord Chancellor should be ascertained as to
its legality. "The measure", says Sir A. Lyall, "was at
once politic, practical, and effective; it terminated by a
master-stroke the conflict of jurisdictions; it disarmed and
conciliated the Chief Justice; and it undoubtedly placed the
country courts, which had been dispensing a very haphazard
and intuitive kind of justice, for the first tune under a
person who could guide and control them upon recognized
principles."
The stains on Hastings' character thus appear, in the light
of recent investigation, not so dark or so deep as they are
represented in Macaulay's picture. They have hitherto
had the effect, however, of drawing off attention from the
really important services rendered by Hastings in the
organization and administration of a great province as well
as in the saving of British India from the most dangerous
combination of foes by which it was ever assailed. While
the great Empire of the west was being lost, the Empire